Appendix F - Responses to Comments on the Draft EA

m Nancy Shepherd, City of Palo Alto

Cityof Palo Alto

Dﬁca of the Mayor and é}r_:,: Council

May 2, 2014

NorCal OAPM EA

Federal Aviation Administration

Western Service Center-Operations Support Group
1601 Lind Avenue SW

Renton, WA 98057

Re: City of Palo Alto Comments on the FAA Northern California Optimization of Airspace and
Procedures in the Metroplex Draft Environmental Assessment Document Release

To Whom It May Concern:

The City of Palo Alto appreciates the FAA 10-day extension to comment on the Northern California
Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex (MorCal OAPM) Environmental Assessment
(EA). To appropriately evaluate the impacts of this project we reiterate our request for detailed route
information and altitudes that have still not been provided. The 10-day extension allowed us to hold a
public meeting to discuss the proposal and receive citizen input; however, our review was hampered
due to the lack of critical altitude information.

Below is a list of comments the City of Palo Alto has on this proposal. The City of Palo Alto requests that
each of these comments be addressed before any further action on this proposal is taken.

1. While the Design & Implementation Team Technical Report shows the anticipated procedure
waypoints, it does not show altitudes of the new waypoints or the latitude/longitude of these new
locations, which limits the City's ability to effectively comment. It is the City of Palo Alto’s
understanding that the FAA has this infarmation and has not made it available to the public. This
information is critical as there is no way to evaluate the aircraft position/elevations over the City of
Palo Alte (i.e. possibility of lower altitudes and increased noise impact).

2. The City of Palo Alto requested that the FAA extend the public comment period on the Nor Cal
OAPM environmental assessment by at least 60 days to allow the City of Palo Alto and other entities
to make comments based upon complete information. The outcome of the emvironmental
assessment cannot be accurately represented if critical information is absent from the published
document ar only available at the very last minute. At this time the altitudes have not be released
to the public.

The City of Palo Alto is concerned that this project will increase or shift noise to the Palo Alto
community.

4. The project directly involves airspace over the City of Palo Alto and yet the City was not notified by
the FAA of the proposed project. (See attached San Francisco International flight tracks for a 24 hour
period on April 18, 2014 the City of Palo Alto is highlight in green.) The City gained knowledge of this
project third hand well after the March 25, 2014 release date.

5. The Report's Design & Implementation Team Technicol Report shows the anticipated procedure
waypoints but it does not show the altitudes of the new waypoints or the |atitude/longitude of
these new locations.

6. A Palo Alto resident testified that he has observed aircraft flying lower than they typically did in the
past. Please clarify or confirm:
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Nancy Shepherd, City of Palo Alto (continued)

* Are the aircraft that fly over the City of Palo Alto flying lower now than in the past?

* Wil aircraft be fiying lower over the City of Palo Alto once this project is implemented?

111-07 7. Our job, as elected officials, is to provide Palo Alto residents with sound precise information from
- your report. We am not able to do so because of your report is lacking the technical data to do so,

We appreciate the opportunity to participate in this public process on the draft EA; however, it lacks the
critical information necessary to properly evaluate the project and give complete comments. We leok
forward to the release of this critical information and sufficient time to incorporate that information
into our response,

Sincerely,

rd / f.(L L | .—‘\4: ,(-:..,—*'
Mancy Shepherd
Mayor, City of Palo Alto

cc: Congresswoman Anna Eshoo
Congresswoman Jackie Speier
Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren
Congressmen Mike Honda
San Francisco International Airport/Community Roundtable
Palo Alto City Council
James Keene, Palo Alto City Manager
Molly Stump, Palo Alto City Attorney
Mike Sartor, Palo Alto Public Works Director
Andy Swanson, Palo Alto Airport Manager
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Nancy Shepherd, City of Palo Alto (continued)

San Francisco International flight tracks for a 24 hour period on April 18, 2014 the City of Palo Alto is

highlight in green:
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Response

Please see Topical Response 03 — Additional Data Request.

Please see Topical Response 01 — Comment Period Extension.

Please see response to Comment 77-03 (Page 114).
111-03

Please see response to Comment 77-04 (Page 114).

Please see Topical Response 03 — Additional Data Request.

The procedures included in the NorCal OAPM Project are proposed and have
not been published or implemented. Any changes to existing flight paths are
unrelated to the Proposed Action. The commenter should note that the envi-
ronmental analysis completed for the Draft EA indicates that there would be
no significant noise impacts or reportable noise increases associated with the
Proposed Action

The Draft EA provides the results of the environmental analyses conducted for

M1-07] e Proposed Action. Results indicate that the Proposed Action would not result
in any significant environmental impacts. Please see Chapter 5, Environmental
Consequences.
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